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Course Overview and Learning Objectives

[Course Overview] Macroeconomics examines economic activity from a broad, "macro” perspective.
The power of this approach becomes clear when we look at real-world examples. Japan, for instance,
transformed from a poor nation after World War Il into an advanced economy through rapid economic
growth. Yet many countries, particularly in Africa, still face persistent poverty. This raises a fundamental
question in macroeconomics: Why do some nations achieve prosperity while others remain poor? The
Japanese experience offers another important case study, as the country has faced prolonged economic
challenges since its bubble economy collapsed. This course explores such major macroeconomic phe-
nomena, including economic growth, business cycles, and the policies designed to address economic
challenges.

[Learning Objectives] By the end of this course, students will:

» Master the fundamentals of key macroeconomic statistics (GDP, inflation, and unemployment
rates)

Understand how these indicators reflect real economic conditions.

Develop the analytical skills to interpret economic news using basic macroeconomic models.

Gain the ability to understand and evaluate current economic events in Japan and globally.
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